Clinical syndromes caused by staphylococcal epidermolytic toxin.
Coagulase-positive staphylococci of phage group II produce an epidermolytic toxin that results in a spectrum of diseases that include localized bullous impetigo, generalized scarlatiniform syndrome without exfoliation, and staphylococcal scalded-skin syndrome (SSSS). The mechanism of action of the toxin occurs at the level of the lower stratum granulosum, resulting in intraepidermal cleavage. Generalized exfoliative dermatitis, or SSSS, is one of the most severe infections characterized by generalized epidermolysis with desquamation. Generalized scarlatiniform syndrome is an erythematous rash without exfoliation. A localized infection that results in a bulla larger than 5 mm in diameter is bullous impetigo.